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ei, het we may endeavour to underſtand the grounds of our Belief, and 


ace command and keep under thoſe inferiour Powers, which make our Pr 
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Io the Right Worſhipful 0A 4 
{Sheriff of the County of NogTaamerowl 
Ind che Worthy Gentlemen of the GRAND JURY. | 


NTLEME Ng, | 14 
HE Floly Scriptures, being the Rule of Faith, from whence, thro" tHi 
Guidance of our Reaſon, we are to take our Meaſures of Good and Evil 
will plainly appear to be the beſt Comment upon the 'Text of Natural Rel 
Bal Rrphteouſneſs. *Tis certain that hereby we have manifold Relief in of 
w Diſquiſitions wherein otherwiſe we ſhould be at a loſs. Hereby it is th 
to know, that we are under a more immediate Care and Intuition of Prop | 
Jonſgned to a more comfortable Being and Subſiſtence here, and have a moi 
pe of Happineſs 8 Wherefore I thought it proper both to aſſer 
nd limit thoſe Powers by which the World muſt be governed, and thro whit 
non Chriſtianity must be maintained, and without which both inward Peal 
order will leu IONS GO 08 000000 20% BY 
Nee =” You ſomething of an account of that Faith, which the Church hat 
ad ævomedly aſſerted from the Apoſtles days. Tho? the ways of God are u 


Ft that we own a Religion with Reaſon to Jude, as well as Faith to Beliet 


ure to be admitted to Divine Revelation, for the reaſonableneſs whereof i 


count able and ſay, that we do not refuſe to joyn Iſſue with the higheſt pi 
to it. When Religion hath thus captivated our higher Fucalties, A i 


many Inſtances a Contradiction to our Principles. Some have pretend 
ver) of the great Cheat of Religion, that the World hath been impoſed A 
er) of the great Cheat of Religion, that the World hath been impoſe ( 
Craft of Prieſthood, and twiſted into Obſequiouſneſs by Tricks and Stretch 

But the main Argument for Conviction of ſuch Perſons is; firſt, Age af 
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The Dedication. 
ore Experience; then Retiredneſs and fixed Thought, or an inward Conſa 
eir Natural Notions vf Good and Ebil. Ihen wonld we abt, whether the 1 

f Chriſt doth not give ſome Eaſe to the Doubts of our Minds, and the beſt riff 

ur Wants and Deſires. But if we will overlook all ſober Inquiries, then 1 

p neceſſary for them to conſider that there are Faculties in Men whieh carry th (et 
pmething farther than the Pleaſures of Senſe, and that theſe Powers were act 
Len wain, neither is it conſiſtent with Infinite Wiſdom to form and fabi UM ct 
res of ſuch Perfection, for ſuch trifling and inconſiderable Purpoſes,” a It 
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GENTLEMEN), 
What is here Preſented to You, and upon Your requeſt made Pablict, 2 
ithout any conſiderable Variation delivered to You. There are added ſori'h 
r, lee for din, [ih w 


> | ( 

cceptance. As the Government of our Church is very Ancient, and ſuch, afl | 

we, we received with our very Chriſtianity ; ſo I cannot but look upon it a o 8 
Hing to our Conſciences, as well as invading our Riglus and Liberties, eim 

55 1 ien iber 

ter, Amend, or Overthrow it, without ſuch apparent Reaſon 4s is beyond al Wa 

PF 

As to the Worſhip and Service of this Church, we beljeve, that as it hub uin oy 


x 


And is by uſe become eaſy, ſo tis very well fitted to the Capacities of Ordinary} "a 
And it would be conſidered whether frequent Amendments me) not make i * 
Ve, in the Senſe of thoſe who are as proper Judges, and competent 4s ourſyjt b 
% tho” at a diſtance, as mearly concerned for the Salvation of Souls, However MM, I 
will add, that if the Faith which we own be but followed with the Fruits of anf lin 1, 
kd Religious Life; we need not fear, but thro the Mercies of God and the Mani 4 
href, we ſhall obtain the End of our Faith, the Salvation of our Souls; mit 


kl of 
hearty Prayer of, ; conf 
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ANNAN | leſſe 
Your very Faithful and _ 
aria) e 
Humble Ser Vant, | | 10 
ibu 

ud 
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GENTLEMEN, 
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ſult 4 
the i | + ; TEES BILLY 
7 II. CHRON. XxIix. 5, 6. 
en it ul 


„ Judges in the Land, throughout all the 1 


not e 39 6% 4 If * | NV. 

% iced Cities of Fudah, City by City. 

ſaid to the Judges, Take heed what ye do: 

rye Fudge not for Man, but for the Lord, 

ie; ſao 1s with you in the Judgment. 

pr « Nls not for me to diſcourſe of the Nature ac of Heylin's 
% a Government, or to acquaint. you that the Ephori, at pub 
# CL Sparta were at firſt ſet up to be Miniſters of Kings, and bedience, g 
Nene ervient to them, diſcharging their truſt in their Abſence © 2, 3, 4. 
ma a. wars or to inform you how the Populace at Athens, and 
ch os lnbunes at Rome did twiſt themſelves into Authority by 
* ad Degrees, and gained upon their ſeveral Governments, 
n f Without Difficulties and Diſcontents, 'till the face of things Liv. Dec. | 


Nie altered, and by frequent amending and adding one lib. 3. p. 2 
dhe ent to another, the People had loſt their Peace in ſecking 9e. 
ehe That which is proper to the preſent Occaſion is, to fix in 
rol lads and form in our Hearts, a real ſenſe of that Principle: | 
4 ; 15 we all profeſs to believe, That the Powers that be are or- 
meer od, and that the Magiſtrate tlio' he be, Ardeanhe Pompeius 
Ponſtituted and placed by and amongſt Men: Vet he Ham Juk 
az, the Miniſter of God to us for our Good. no ſubegith 
leſed Lord tho? he knew the Hearts of all, and by what 33 A 
nd Artifices the Cæſass had gain'd their Power, and What p. 490. 4 
were committed, and what Enormities to be expected up-guftus c 
Wcing Jadea to the form of a Province; yet upon fight: of erty | 

. Fibute-Mony, determines the point of Gre Cæſaris, and Quereddidit, | 
| ad commands all Chriſtians to give auto Ceſar the things dem, I. 4 


44 O' 36, & 47. g 
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fari cen- that are Ceſar's, and unto God the things that are God's. The O- 
an. of England in her Thirty ſeventh Article, tells us, That we 
n ; ive to our Kings that Prerogative, which we ſee to be gin 
i all Godly Kings by God in Holy Scripture. This brings mf* 
Eforibus, tirely to my Text, which preſents us with the preſident of 
quam red- cious Prince, 2 lively Repreſentation of what a Magiſtrate y 
. to Do and Be; and may ſerve to invite us to a fafther ent 
gini. into the Nature and Extent of that Power, which our d 
udium farther. explains to conſiſt in ruling all States and Degrees off 
Deo, . E 2 ; . 
ſolute committed to their charge, and puniſhing the Evil-Doei 
at quæ- [et Judges, &c. 8 1 r 0 SINN „ 
Miche, Iwo things are Conſiderable in theſe Words, 
Cone. I. A memorable Tranſaction, He ſer Judges, &c. 
«* II. A weighty Direction, he ſaid, Take heed, &æc. 
IF In the Direction, Three things offer themſelves to 
Thoughts and Chriſtian Confideration. © | 
4156. The Caution given, Tate heed. 
2. The Confirmation of it, Te Judge not, c. 
3. The Conclufion, Who is with jou in the Judgment. 
I. A memorable Tranſaction, He ſet Judges, & c. 1 
I.] he Power and Reputation of the Court and Conſiſtory 9 
Seventy Elders, having been much diminiſhed, is very mud 
vived by Good Jehoſophat. As the Good Kings of Judah, iu 
times, did their Parts in reforming Neglects or Abuſes; Men 
fore according to the Model preſcribed by God, He eth e 
at Jeruſalem a ſtanding Council, v. 8. as well as in the Tex": 
ſer Judges in the Land; the one, of the Chief of the Fathalf kr 
Iſrael; the other, occaſional, upon a Circuit and Inſpectii te 
prevent Inſultation or Oppreſſion, and to bring Juſtice hon 50 
the Place, and probably one Court in ſubordination to the . 
I bo' the Care and Conſcience of Good Kings as to Law ante 
-__ wvernment did extend univerfally to all the People, yet we E. 
that they were not abſolute or unlimited. 1 be: 
1. They muſt be ſubject to the Law of God: For as G 
ment is lis Ordinance, ſo it muſt be managed by his ' I 


i! 
i 


Northampton, Ag. 2d. 170 . 3 
le Chi = SH TINY — — — 1 17 | DE 
t A 5 By me RMings reign and Princes decree Juſtice, not by m 7 


E ging | quam cauſa 
4 1 : ' principalem 
p, decreed. that whoſoever ſhould ſpeak amiſs of the vel dantur; 


it ofa: ; 

rate ach, Meſbach, and Abedzego, ſhould be cut in pieces, zel 4ponun 
ns and Darius ordained, That in every Dominion of his Wa 
ur OS Men tremnble aud fear before the God of Daniel, Dan. 6. 26. 

Try) fore 'tis preſcribed, That the King ſhould have a Co- 

Doe Law of God by him, therein to read continually, Dex. 


| Nora, non in Sacris, The gainſaying therefore of Corah, Num. 16 "(ly 
ſtoryd d Abiram, and their Company ( tho? the Elders, of J/- "I 
ry mud Wreadfully puniſhed, for there came our Fire from the Lord, Num. 16. 35 
lh, in d them that offered Incenſe. of ai cools an. 
ales; en he offered his Burnt-oftering was preſently made 
e eſtah us Uſurpation and Error, 1 Sam. 13. 13. Thos haſt done 
ne Tei 2 haſt not 125 the Commandment of the Lord thy; God. af” 
e al elt withitood Veziah the King, and ſaid it apper., 
aſpettich* to thee to burn Incenſe unto the Lord, but unto the 
ice hon ons of Aaron that are conſecrated, 2 Chroz. 26, 18. In 
0 the v. 14. we find expreſs diſtinction made betwixt tlie 
aw ani ters and the matters of the Lord, and different Judges 
yet wesen, the one is Amazzah the chief Prieſt, the other cis; - 
le Ruler of the Houſe of Judah. The Levites ſhall, be 
ras Cie, you, and ſome were Judges Fuse to give Sen, 
by his | ers B: to ſee it put in Execution, and no man taketh Heb. «. y.. | 
| Prov. 0 himſelf, but he that is called of God, as was Aaron : And A 
: | B. 2 nod 
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28. 19. now under the Goſpel, a Power to admit into tne Chu 
* - >. Ordinance, and a Power to eject or caſt out of the Chnrehb t 
= Cenfure, and therefore the Officers of the Church are ov 
if d 
nes | 
100 
ſig 
R. 
ful 
the 
p. 
ur! 
uſt 
bi 


dat! 


We gipars, & ans; and amongſt the Gifts of the Primi 
. Church there are egi, helps of Government to judge, 
Eommun yict and exclude Offenders, and this not only by Doctrine 
actio, 44 Preaching, but by Sentence or Judgment of Excluſion out of 
Atum ex- Chriftian Society, either for example to others, or amend 
plto a cen. of the Party. By this Power the Church never pretended 
fie. Rich. marily to Death, Confiſcation of Goods, orImpriſonment, w 
are Puniſhments Civil; but it is mainly for a violation ofthe 
dinances of God to a Deprivation of the benefit of them, toge 
With an appeal to, and deſired concurrence of the Civil 
ocabulum 7 8 1 22 | 785 | 
bn fignificat ſtrate, to vindicate the Contempt and Breach of the Com 
eee Faith whereon the Good of all Society depends. The one if 
n Old Teſtament is called, a Cutting- off, the other amongſſſte, 
tum. Helleniſts were termed AToows 223i, Men caſt out of the Wgit 
rot. in Luc. gogue. And our Church aſſerts ſuch an open Denunciation Ag 
SO - we = ap | g 
thn 9. 22. by Men are cut-off from the unity of the Church: And had 
n 12. 42. tively diſowns the giving to our Princes the miniſtring God the 
ly Word and Sacraments. n en n 
zah. It ſeems by the Conſtitution of 1/7ael, that the PrinſſÞpnef1 
Perſon could not give Judgment in the caſe of a falſe Prev. 
This ſeems to me to be the Legal Method, to remit that nd v 
to the Elders of T/-ae!, and to be determined to Execution, | Ve! 
the definitive Sentence of the Great Council. Zeadekiah wa 17 
9s Ha, 


of the laſt hopes of the Houſe of Iſrael upon their Captivit 
1Cn his mat 

| God's Judgment upon the State of 1/rael, the Elders were 
n iſto rerum qyith the King to put him to death; but he replied, Behfnſide 
tum erat pe- in your Hard : For the Ming is not he that can do any thing g Ca: 
pn. Grote in pecauſe the matter was properly Determinable by the M m. 
The Prieſts give Sentenceagainſt him in point of Right,theFit-d 


awhen Jeremiah had performed his Office in the Denunciat 
The 
tenere judi- 
les Snedri- ſex. 38. 5. The Reaſon Was, as the Learned Grotius mioevert 
gat the firſt acquit him in point of Fact, and the King N 


a — . — $4.47 9 ee CIR | 
— i L | — ne—en nn . — _ — 
at Northampton, Aug. 2d. ng 
Ks. pton, Aug. 24. 1709. 5 


mit 0 the proper Judges. There was legal Authority to Sap. 26. 


buch h tho the Sentence was impious and unjuſt, 1 Sam. 8. 11. es th 
are s mention made of the manner of the King that ſhould 4 the =a 
- Prins and a tragical Story of many outrageous Oppreſſions and et 
udge, offs they might ſuſtain thereby; but as this gave the Sove- facuttls? 
Dorner Right to theſe Invaſions, no Licenſe to theſe Enormities, neſte age 
| out ofInight teach the People Patience and Submiſſion, Self-deni-A undd 
\mend@} Reſignation, without Violence or Tumultuary Reſiſtance. non cell 
rendedOiults of Government are in every Age viſible and manifeſt, ®bligatil 


nent, w the ſame inſtant the Rule of Faith is, to bear what we can- de jure 
n oftheWlp or hinder; and as it puts a check to the Impetuouſneſs & pacis, 
m, tog urry of our Deſires and Paſſions, ſo it will let us ſee that © + P: "FF 
Civil uſt not too haſtily pull out of the Kingdom all things that 
he Con end, but ſtand ſtill and ſee the Salvation of the Lord, 
e one Mat theſe things may have their place in the Courſe of Pro- 
.monoſifÞ, tho they ſeem abrupt and uncouth, to teach us what F 
of the Aeht to be, or let us know what we have deſerved. 
ation w A gracious Direction, Take heed what ye do, &c. The Good 
And glad received his Authority from God, to, him therefore he 
g Gol the Exerciſe of it; the Judges were his Servants, not to 
Miter own, but the Will of the Almighty ; if his People have 
knefit, they may comfortably expect the Bleſſing upon 
Service : We are all to ſpeak and act, not as pleaſing Men, 
bd who judges the Heart. Belſhazzar when he carouzed 
: Veſſels of the Sanctuary had that awakning Meſſage from 
rophet : The God in whoſe Hand thy Breath is, and whoſe are all 
v haſt thou not glorified, Dan. 5.23. And this lays open the 
matter before us. N W 5 
The Caution given intimates that the want of Conſcience 
nlideration in this weighty matter is a great Sin, and that 
ing gu danger of falling into it. The Sin is either in neglecting 
ins infoefeverting the Judginent, whereby the Heart of the Righ- 
the Ms made fad whom God would have to rejoice ; they juſtify Ia. 5. 
cht, the ted for Reward, and take away the Righteouſneſs of the Righ- 
King Wor: chew, not depriving them of the inward Peace, but of 
„ GORE Bott, cg) tte 
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the outward benefit and comfort of their Integrity, Wiredraw ipal 
out of Mens Words and Actions ſuch Siniſter Senſes and as we 
Purpoſes which were never intended. _— 7: 
And as there may be a manifeſt Evil, fo there is great Here 

er of falling into it, whether by Partiality or private Affeci in h 


- - by real or imaginary Fears, by ſudden Perturbations and Paſhaſſhward 


by the deceitfulneſs of our own Hearts or other mens; herebjfſiaad p: 


2.14. cometh to paſs ſometimes, that Judgment is turned backward, Nibout 
* ftice ſtandeth afar off, Truth is fallen in the ſtreets, and Equity canfferſy. 


enter, and this brings on the ground of this Warning and Watills be! 
0, er ET TID p _ Int m 
II. The Confirmation, Ie judge not for Man, but for the Lift 
Mgſes gives the ſame charge in effect, Deut. 1. 17. That they (buf at 
not Reſpect Perſons in Judgment, and not to be afraid of the face Mt laf 
for the Judgment is God's, If no Intereſt be ſerved, no Advantag fear 
3s like toaccrue: The frightful Proſpe of inconvenience and Miule/. 
zard may ſometimes ſilence, if not pervert the ſenſe of poor M Mar 
tals; and on the other hand, the intereſt of Heaven with the quſowe 
and comfort of a good Conſcience, joyned with a Belief that hat 
hall be no loſers in the main by our Obedience and Duty, mh, b. 
arm and enliven a good Man to withſtand Temptations, and Ihe ! 
ſome ſort to triumph over them. In all the Judgments that a th 
given amongſt Men we mult have reſpect to Almighty God. Þ Mc 
1. Before all things. ?Tis the advice of our Lord, to /cek fi; alid 
the Kingdom of God and his Righteouſaeſs, and that our Care anſts of 
Concern. for the Comforts and Conveniences of this Life ſhoulfRel; 
have the ſecond place, with ſuch an indifference- and reſignatiqqpra 
of Will, as may imply that we ſerve not ourſelves but the LorE|tet : 
The Gentile World would not begin their Enterprizes of Mem 
ment without Sacrifice or Service, the Jews had their lively Opie 
racles for Direction, Conduct and Counſel, and the-Chriſtalþe ;s 
Church hath the Teſtimony of the acceptance of the only livig wit 
and Eternal God, thro' Jeſus Chriſt in whom believing we Fun 
joyc2,: and By him we both (that is) Jews and Gentiles have an tere 
cgi thro one Spirit unto the Father, Eph. 2. 18, If Juſtice be one et 
7 6 
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Irawfacipal Vertues whereon the Peace of Humane Society de- 
ind 35 we deſire to be acceptable and uſeful to the World, 
directed if we want this Wildom to ask it of God, and we 
at Dilieve him who hath told us, that what ſoever we as the 
FF in his name believing, we-ſhalk receive; hereby both 
>: Malowards God, as well as Good- will towards Man, is main 
jerebſ nd promoted. For indeed the Animoſities and Contro>- 
ard, Wibout Religion have at laſt brought Religion itſelf into a 
ty xaniWrerly. 1 e 
Wa 


is before, ſo above all other conſiderations or things, the 
nt muſt be for the Lord. Salomon had as great Experi- 
Ide Pleaſures and Conveniencies of this Life as any, andas 
an Underſtanding to apprehend what was in them, but 
Mit laſt to the concluſiam of the whole matter, and determines 

inte fear God and keep his Commandments, is the whole of 
: and HI,. 12. 13. This is the whole Duty, Intereſt and Perfe- 
dor MA Man. As the Practice of Religion is all this in all Men,, ge, 
che quer of the Magiſtrate extends to all this, not only to re- Bes * 
that hat is done corruptly againſt Equity, Righteouſneſs and qua homo, 


* 


ity, mi, but what reflects upon Truth and Piety. I find that Rer. aol 

5, and the Emperor aſſerts his Religion to Superſtition, if he had Epiſt. 50. 

; that ad the right object of it; he maintains and eſtabliſhes the 

God. Þ Morality with abundance: of fluent Rhetorick, whilft 

ſeek fi alide the Scriptures, and expoſes; both the Perſon and 

Care ans of the Holy Jeſus. CCC 

fe ſhoulfReligion conſiders. us not only as Men, but as Sinful 

fignati@raved, who ſtand in need of the Providence of God for 

the LorEiet and Protection, and the Grace and Mercies of God for f 

s of MEtemption and Salvation; we are therefore directed to the , Tim. 3. 1 

lively (piptures which are able to make us wiſe unto Salvation, through 

ChriſtaſÞu i in Jeſus Chriſt. Theſe give us a Narrative of God's 

nly livig with the World, and the protection of his Church from 

ig we aning; in theſe we ſee the accompliſhment of his Pro- 

ave an Afveral Predictions in ſeveral Ages anſwered in the Events; 

e be one elt whereof for our Comfort and Encouragement, is the 
| 8 mani- 
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And Spirit of Omnipotency; and together with this, a promt: 
nol 58 | Woge ner W ke Pre 4 
his preſence with them to the end of the World: Which wah 


of the Prophets, or elſe ſuch a God, ſo made or created, as 


| from heaven ; ſaying, This 75 my beloved Son, | &c. 2 The 80 


Paſſion, Reſurrection and Aſcenſion, but tells his Diſciple 


Dteath, and to be witneſſes to him by an uncontroulable N.. 


to Men, the efficacy and demonſtration of which Spirit cq 


Effects and Operations, will continue ſo to the end of the N 


manifeſtation of the Son of God, who is made unto us of © h 
Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, &c. There are thoſe who repreſent... 


Lord Jeſus like the Mahometans, either as a good Man, or 2 thy 


"Aa | | 11 54 
guſtus Ceſar, Aer, ſemper Divum dixere. The God in whon Elſe 
believe, at ſundry times, and in divers manners appeared unt il! 


Church, to the Patriarchs and Poſterity of Ab-aham, not oni +; 


Father of all the World, but with reſpect to his Son to beffy,,., 


in the fulneſs of time, of whom he teſtifies by Viſions and v Wor 


God manifeſted, not only foretels the particulars of his Lid * 


. 0 1 4 Wit! 
muſt tarry at Jeraſalem till they were endued with Power, 
) 


on high, which accordingly came to pals in a viſible manifei 
in the preſence of divers Nations; and informs them that ti bu 


rit ſhould give them Courage and Confidence, give t. eh. 


Mouth and Wiſdom, &. enable them to deſpiſe Danger 


| 


n, 1 
to tr 


cordingly done when he aſcended up ont and gave Gitfhy. 


ed for ſome Ages as a witneſs to the Truth, and inthe or 15 
Wherefore holding the myſtery of the Faith in a pure Conf : 
we believe three Perſons and one God, neither confoundiſ nt 
Perſons, nor dividing the Subſtance, or ſuitably to the Langu, ad 
the Ancients, three manners of Exiſtence of one and the fa x 
finite and Eternal Eiflence, and that theſe Perſons have ti "wy 


ſtinct Properties and particular Work in the Oeconomy of 0 e the 


demption and Salvation: Which being of tremendous and in - 
bling conſideration, the Church of Chriſt hath adapted the 
and Forms of Speech, to keep off unfit and irregular Che 
ons, and to maintain ſound and faving Apprehenſions f the 


perſonal Exiſtence; therefore with the Church of EMAlen t 
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of e the three Cathdlick Creeds, becauſe they may be prov. _ 
reſenſſtertain Warrant from Scripture. Divine Revelation be- denen 
or Rule, we cannot think it abſurd or Incongruous to be- fm eft 4d 
d, as all Nations have done) that there may be ſomething tis Deorul 
hon gſſence- and Operations, influence and purpoſe of God, ctedere d 


ſcire. 


| 
ed unn mall particulars is paſt finding out. And bleſſed be God for Tac. de 
t on and whoHome Laws in this caſe provided. Diſpute and ribus Geſ 
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to belhout Forms of Government, and Rites and Rules of Re- 


and VE Worſhip, hath filled every corner of this Kingdom. IT. 

he Sand Tirus have been unbiſhop'd, and there being no U 

s Lic Heir of Reſtraint, no Superiour Authority in the Church, 
ciplsÞyithin Bounds the Capricious Fancies of Men, the Iffne 
ower en, Tot Schiſmata, quot Sacerdotes, according to the Senſe Heron. 
amielÞ-0,. Seeing then our Paſſions ſhould not be vehemently 

hat th 5 but againſt that which is really a Sin, I would willing- | 
ve tl hat Crime there can be in an Order of Men, fitted 'by | 
2angfn, Power, and legal Rule, to guard and defend Religt=-- [ 
lable Neo tranſmit it ſafe to Poſterity; I would willingly knorr 
uch WIirchmen, with Rules given, and Laws preſcribed,” by + 
we Glithe accountable to Superiours, with Right of Appeal in 
ee Le 0 
the oF, not defire that our Laws, like Draco's, ſhould be writ- Oy 

k the Nod; nor are we. without"Compaſſion to ſuch as Chri- 

; ConlÞf.nr, ſubmitting to the Law in favour of ſuch; but ſtill Eccteliz 


cæ 


foundiqh not give up the Point. That the Church hath Power mel confi 
2 Langu er Uf Faith, is one of the Principles of our Belief, to, omnia il 


1 the fa Deficiency in that Government which hath no Right fer debe 
have tl itſelf, nor Power to preſerve its own Peace; we can- ne quibus et 
my of ſe that the Church of Chriſt hath been an Uſurper and gastuekurt- 
ous a in callin Synods, and convening Councils from the :; non : — 
daptedÞ#he Apoſtles and Elders aſſembled at Jeruſalem, for the cit. Grot. 
ular C the Gentile-Converts, and determined againſt the Ob- ue. s, & 25 
n{100S f the Moſaicł Rites, in order to Eternal Salvation. We | 
of Elen to thoſe Godly Chriſtian Emperors, and the Piety 
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and Prudence of thoſe Biſhops and Councils, by whom the to 
Which we now own in the Form and Method in which wells; 
it, is Eſtabliſhed. If there be a matter of wicked LewdneWrr 
haaueartily give it up to Cenſure; if Queſtions of Ceremonies an 
Rites of Worſhip, theſe being prudential, in this caſe, cenſing 
the Church is the moſt proper Judge; and after all tharKfthi 
been faid apainſt them, conſidering the Univerſality and 
_ cence of ſuch practice, the ſcandal of too frequent Alter Co- 
in Religion, the manifeſt Offence to Multitudes, in Prudeng{to C 
ſober Conſideration we muſt ſay, Manendum et hic, and ia h. 
Submiſſion ſtand by it. Tis better for the People to have tod, 
Religion under Rule, whereby, they may underſtand their ut it 
joyn with what they know, and demand their Priviledg 
ther than be impoſed upon by the ſingle Senſe of any ond wi 
in matters of ſuch Conſequence, wherein themſelves in theſ w. 
variety of Particulars are not ſo Competent Judges. Happy ten 
Leetientibus Government which can attain to the Character of Verva 
geniiscitius Life of Jalius Agricola, who did reconcile, Res olim diſſodſsw! 
Fuerit are Principatum & libertatem. As to our Controverſies witlh þ, 
nt quam Church of Rome, they ſeem moſtly upon another Fund ens 
ia hoſtem Biſhops of Rome have all along claimed an External Politiq; T. 
, riſdiction in theſe Nations, which the Sovereign Power Une 
b. 2. p. 120. diſowned by a Law. The Biſhops of Rome have claimed ſe of 
triarchal- Power, a ſubjection of the Bririſh Biſhops and CH 
to it. The Legiſlature hath renounced all Subordination 
other Rule or Government but our own, from which lies 
peal; and the Britiſb Biſhops have aſſerted their own In 
dency, to be ſubject to their Metropolitan, under the Proted 
"eve the Imperial Crown of theſe Realms: And a learned Dd 
-poteftate the Sorbon tells me, that Eccleſia eſt in Republica tanquam ij 
keleße, in C domicilio. As to thoſe other Doctrines diſputed, we hn 
pers 2-154 not in the Primitive Councils, ſo we leave them to the 
aäläkancd Conteſt of the Schools, and ſay we have no ſuch Ri 
other Churches of God. And now at laſt, as to Jul; 
Righteouſneſs, whether Diſtributive or Commutativeg 


4 * 
3 
— 1 


1 


J 0 Northampton, Aug. 2d. 1709. 


3 1 _ 
” I ; [ * 
X . * 


the to preſcribe to ſuch an Auditory as this. Our Lord hath 


h wells; N. hatſoever, Je would that Men ſhould do to you, do Je Mat. 7. 12. 


dne em; for this Wthe Law and the Prophets. This is the Sum 
lonie ance of our Religion, as it relates to our Tranſactions 
„ ceriÞings one with another. And this brings me to the Con- 
that the whole matter. ee 


Alter Concluſion; The Lord is with you in the Judgment. Moſes 
udend o God. Exod. FEE 15. If thy preſence go not up with me, 
„ and i hence. A vaſt and diſmal Wilderneſs with the Pre- 
have od, is better than a Land flowing with Milk and Ho- 
their t it. 1 5 2 55 
wiledg . | 
ny one$6with us to inſpect us. All things are naked and open to the 
5 in they with whom we have to do, Heb. 4. 13. He pierces thro” 
HappyMtences. He underſtands all our Deſigns and Purpoſes. . 
Nerva, 5 3 i 
m diſſodſs with us to direct us. What Man is he that feareth the 
ies Wil [ball he teach in the way that he ſhall ogy Plal. 2 5. 12. 
Fund ens not only by ſpecial Promiſe, but by Tendency of 
1 Politiq True Goodneſs defecates the Soul, purifies and en- 
Power Underſtanding, to a fuller Comprehenſion, and more 
claimedFeof Things. EA DVF 
and Ch | I 
linationÞwith us to protect us. Nothing ſhall harm jou, if you be 
ich 5 that which is good, 1 Pet. 3. 13. We may receive ſome 
Own 
e ray over the Righteous, and his Ears are open to their Prayers. 
rned UL Es 5 ET R 
1quen with us to Reward us. To give us Peace in our 


mage, but no great Hurt or Harm by it. The Eyes of Pet. 3. 12. 


„we fin tis ſpoken of Wiſdom ; Her Ways are Ways of Pleaſant- Prov. 3. 17: 


to che Whey Paths are Peace. To give us Peace in the King- | 


ſuch Ren; Mark the Upright Man, behold the Juſt, the end Pal. 37.2 A 


to July Peace, he may meet with Diſturbance in his Way, 
urativeſſof Piety is Peace... | 


Thus 


% "% 
po {ES 
4 ' 


——_—_ > — 


@ 6 | 18 tedy ok 


7 1 LA 1. 0 8 
0 an, 18 TO. promote the Kingdom of \Jeſus 2 


lioſe Ki dom and Government, and 


Lag 
* * wh l 
* 
aunt 
T x Pu « £ — x ” ; 
r ö 4 e 
"56 WW WH 9 * » \ \ wy Lt. % W ' | % © 8 * Xx. 7 „ . ® \s a £ WAS 144. id 

1 - 4 * G g N , 
* 7 8 BY” ; 


EP ! 20 " F " 0 1 a „ 144 Sp N #\ » ox 29 
: > . MY F - 1 : d x : ; : K od Py 4a 
: * 4 — f d 7 4 _— mM £4 A '; £0 8 1 $a 328 - ' F * 1 n * "* WW 
-_ W * 


7 


257 


5 e <a ae 


wo : * 


A 
= 
& <5 ih 
* 
* 
— 
* 
* 
- 
* 
* 
— 
* 
. 
* 
* 
_"— 
% 
= 
\ 
- 
* 
* 
— 
» 
4 
» 
*, 
* 
3 
o 
0-2 _W 
* 
= 


* 
2 \ 
> | # N 
F * 4 4 - F wv 
— 
* 8 
F * A 41 #1 ; 
© +4448 54 j 
>. 
Fes 
. * 2 


. 2 


LGB 
TOS (05 
— a 4 


o Cr 


| of y 3 Ay * 
A * * > & of "4 w 
. 42 Do 2 1 
= 5 >, * * 3 Ts ——— ' w 1 


8 


V3. & 5 F NY 
* a 2 | | = Þ &- 


. 
* 
2 
* 
p 
s 
= 
, 
c 
. 
> Oy ON: — 8 1 * _ ? 
| — — 3 s r N * 2 * TE FFF, 2 „ 
. | — _ 3, — - 
» — — : | 

Pg Ee 5 Fs 

8 * : 
2. — 
WF — 

” 4 

"a _ 
CI , 


